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extempore speaking and mester- 
ly eloquence leldoro go together. 
There ii to great ft drain on the 
mental and physical powers to 
do both. Eloquence alone re- 
quires great physical exertion, in 
the vocal organs- and breathing, 
and the expressions of the face 
and the gestures of the body, and 
this alone is a great work with- 
out combining with it the origin- 
ation of thought and dressing it 
in elegant and proper language. 
An ancient writer says that 
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' yet a purely extempore sermon 
or speech from him was such an 
uncommon thing that it is men- 
tioned by writers of his time that 
he preached sermons on certain 
occasions in this way. Hulliu 
also writes of the Gregorie* and 
St. Basil, that several of their 
sermons were extant which tbey 
spake in the ehurch extempore. 
Socrates gives an account of At 
ticue, though only a presbyter, 
lie was used to preach composed 
and studied sermons; yet after- 
ward, "by industry and contiuu 
ed exercise having gained confi- 
dence and a freedom of fluency 
of speaking, be preached extern- 
pore to the people. Tims it is 
seen that extempore speaking 
was such an uncommon thing 
among the noted preachers in 
the later times of the Primitive 
church that when one did so it 
was mentioned by the historians 
as something notable in preach- 
ers. The conclusion supported 
by plain evidence is that the not- 
ed preachers of the early church 
eprepared their sermons with 
great care, although being-'men 
endowed by nature with the gift 
of oratory and great ability. 

Another subject of primitive 
preaching was brevity. It is a 
very common experience to find 
among tbe sermons of the great 
preachers of early times sermoue 
that .:an be read in too, fifteen 
and twenty minutes. And even 
sermons of notoriety that can be 
read in less time. Then their 
manner ot conducting religions 
services was different from the 
ordinary protestant method, and 
as) hour or two could he spent 
without a long sermon. They 
read the scriptures more exten- 
sively and chanted psalms and 
had responses which aroused the 
devotional nature and inspired 
reverence to God, and the pur- 
poses of a religious service were 
reached without a long discourse. 
A return to this style of service, 
in a measure, would be a great 
blessing st this time. There is 
so little reading that, unless the 
speaker is a very pious man, the 
devotional feeling is seldom call- 
ed out, and the religious service 
is an intellectual treat instead of 
a spiritual feast that satisfies the 
soul. 
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Primitive Preaching. 

The Primitive Church is often 
appealed to us un example to im- 
itate and as authority regarded 
as impeachable to support cer- 
tain practices. If there was now 
an exhaustive description written 
of the Apostolic Church and its 
methods of (''inducting services 
and its other affairs, it would be 
very valuable. But the Primi- 
tive Church ia made to cover a 
period of i lie Church's existence 
so long that there is connected 
with its history doctrines and 
practices that would not pass 
now as proper and Christian. 
So there are features ol tbe prim 
Hive style of preaching that are 
commendable, and others that 
are not. 

One ol the commendable tea- 
tnreeot the Style oft he represent- 
ative preacher of the Primitive 
Church was hie simplicity. In 
the Apostolic church there was 
no attempt at rhetorical display. 
Tbe simple story ot the cross was 
told in the most simple manner, 
and it was the truth that carried 
conviction into the hearts of the 
people, instead of the eloquence 
of the speaker. Then tbe truth 
was nought and the hearer did 
not judge the preacher according 
to bis ability to say a good deal 
and avoid the truth in his re- 
marks. The best modern style 
of preaching with which to com- 
pare the ordinary efforts of tbe 
primitive preacher, is tbe speak- 
ers of the Salvation Army. They 
were instructed iu the story of 
the cross, and this they told as 
best they could and God blessed 
the effort. Preaching was per- 
formed in that time to impress 
upon the Christians their duty, 
and not to please the people. 
They were impressed with the 
duty that they should worship 
God and not a preacher. 

At first the discourses were 
extemporaneous. They were not 
studied out before, bnt were de- 
livered as the spirit gave them 
utterance. This habit continued 
for some time. But when 
churches became influential in 
the cities, the Bishop, who usual- 
ly did the "heavy preaching," 
carefully prepared their homilies 
and often read them from manu- 
script. This change began to 
take place in tbe third century ; 
■nd such <aii)ous preachers of 
the Primitive Church aa St. 
Chrysostom, called the "silver- 
tongued," St Austin, Gregory 
Nissen and Gregory Nazianzen, 
St. Basil, Petrus Ravenous, al- 
though fluent, wrote their ser- 
mons, probably in a style of 
short-hand that was in use in 
their times, and read them or 
delivered them from memory. 

It is a well-attested truth that 


The Rationale or Washing Feet. 

Many religious communions 
have dispensed with this ordi- 
nance because it had a show of 
vulgarity to them, and because 
modern practices seem to render 
it unnecessary as a health meas- 
ure. If these were the ends to be 
reftcbed by an observance of this 
practice, then there would be 
very little indeed, to commend it 
as a church observance, and the 
sooner it was disposed >of the 
wiser its advocates would he. 
Bat the Lord has given no ordi- 
nance for such purposes. There 
is not one commandment in the 
New Testament which embodies 
tbe authority for a ceremony that 


is only Intended to cleanse the 

flesh because it would favor 
health and comfort No, no, 
there is a nobler end more mag- 
nificent purpose in the observ- 
ance of washing feet 

Its sphere in the Christian 
church ia one of an object lesson 
in humility. Its measure is one 
of ft divine ordinance. It ia a 
command given with ft blessing 
promised for cbedience thereto; 
and a penalty is pronounced up- 
on disobedience — in the case of 
Peter at least, as he could have 
no part with his Master unless 
be would aubmit to what was de- 
manded of him. 

Tbe great lesson taught was 
submission to a superior and loy 
ally to a divinely- appointed 
leader, or to the requirements of a 
holy cause. This ia one kind of 
humility. It is grander, broader 
and more noble than tbe surface 
humility which is supposed to 
penetrate no deeper than the 
clothing of the body. This tru- 
ly, in the modest form will tol- 
lowthe broader humility ; but if 
that was the only lesson in tbe 
holy ordinance then God was 
engaged in small work when he 
ordered tbe creation of an ordi- 
di nance of such a grave charac- 
ter for that purpose. 

Submission to holy authority 
is humility, and this is tbe first 
great lesson taught by mortify- 
ing ordinance. Submission ia 
the one pressing need in the 
church and out of it. There is 
too little of the disposition to 
submit to authority. The Bible 
condemns high-mindedness in 
loud language. St. Paul says a 
certain class "became vain in 
their imaginations, and profess- 
ing themselves to be wise they 
became fools." It is evident 
from the scriptures that God 
will not save a man alone. The 
man himself must be a partner iu 
the work oi his own salvation ; 
and this being the case, he must 
be submissive. God will not 
change his plans to suit the . fan- 
cies of any individual, and there- 
fore submission falls to the man 
as his portion in the wonderful 
work of redemption. Foot- 
washing teaches this variety of 
humility, and it is a lesson that 
strikes at the core ot one of the 
strongest traits of the carnal na- 
ture. The disposition dwelling 
in man which prompts him to 
love the mastery and practice 
insubordination brings untold 
misery and tribulation into tbe 
world. It may be said that it ia 
not righteous to be submissive 
to false teaching. This is true, 
men should not accept error and 
submit to false doctrine. But if 
submission is practiced from the 
begi u n i rig accordi ug 1 1 b e gospel , 
then there would be no falseness. 
Insubordination to divine law 
necessitates insubordination on 
the part of the inferior, or by those 
who are not clothed with office. 

The question was raised 
among the apostle as to wbo 
should be the greatest in tbe 
kingdom of God. Self -promo- 
tion was the snbject that seemed 
to concern them most. This was 
wholly a desire of the carnal na- 
ture and against this the lesson 
of washing feet is directed. 

The ordinance is a test of loy- 
alty to our Master. This is sub- 
mission of only a slightly differ- 
ent character. We can not be 
loyal without being submissive. 
Happy are ye if ye do these 
things. Ye are blessed if you 
obey me. The meek and quiet 
spirit ia inculcated by this ordi- 


nance. Men should never forget 
their utter nothingness in the 
sight of God. He is dust All 
flesh is aa grass, and all the glory 
of man as the flower of grass. 
The grasa withereth and the 
flower thereof falleth away. 
Humble yourselves therefore 
ander tbe mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due 
time. The followers of the 
Lord should abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty, Thty 
should be loyal to their great 
Leader, and this requires of them 
a cheerful willingness at all 
times to engage In any service 
that the Lord may ask. 

In this lesson the truth is 
pressed home to the heart that 
one man is no better, by nature, 
in the sight of tbe Father in 
heaven than another. It is dif- 
ferent with the world ; it esteems 
some men better than others. 
The holy ordinance practically 
teaches the lesson of the apostle : 
Be not conformed to tbe world, 
so far as it applies to a proud 
and haughty spirit In the king- 
dom of heaven the rule is that 
he who would be smart, let him 
be tbe servant of all. 

When this holy ordinance is 
observed, may its lessons be re- 
ceived by the mind ; that the 
scriptures require submission at 
oor hands and that we should 
live in loyalty to the Captain of 
our salvation. May it operate 
to clean tbe heart of all unholy 
ambitions, love of dictation, 
pride and vain show. If the 
lessons are received and put 
into practice, then tbe reward 
will follow — Happy are ye. 


The Church Property Cases. 

This week again the Day- 
ton Church property case will 
come up for trial. What the re- 
sult may be, we know not, Bnt 
after some investigation upon 
the subject, we see the Courts of 
the United States recognize tbe 
right of every religious body to 
make and enforce its own laws, 
so long as they do not conflict 
with the laws of tbe United 
States, or State laws. Therefore 
any plea that there bas been a 
change in the creed of the Ger- 
man Baptist church, does in no 
way nor in any place invalidate 
their title to property under its 
several acknowledged names. 

There can be no d enial ot the 
fact tbat the Bret h ra n flhnr-nh in 
a new organ ization as rejiognizgd 
by the la^7ajad__thja_ja_tbe 
r eason we have tared so. badly 
in the Courts. 


In casexo f t b is c b aracte r, the 
law does not pretend to do jus- 


ti ce, it doea not even ask what 


j ustice is, and the role is to give 
the pro perty to the party true to 
the highest tribunal of the for- 
mer ohorghj. 


We mre triad to team that enter Lot- 
tie Holslnger, of South Bend. Ind.. baa 
besoms a prominent and active worker 
In the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union. She is President of the" YV— 
You nc Women's Union — in that oUv. 
Recently she represented her organiza- 
tion at the State Convention held at 
Richmond, Ind. Her address on the 
occasion was highly complimented by 
the press. It would be a great satis- 
faction to see man; ot oar young sisters 
come forward and take a band In such 
noble works as this society ot young 
women are doing. 

Bra. J. L. Klmmel and E. L. Udder- 
brand left last Saturday mora Ing for tbe 
former ,s home In Pennsylvania. Bro. 
Klmmel expects to devote a part of 
lil* time during tbe summer to atody, 
and expects to return in tbe fall. Bro. 
Klmmel ia a very worthy brother, and 
is well fitted by nature to serve as a 
pastor and we are glad that he proposes 
to obtain a good education, Bro. HU- 
derbrand has completed a coarse at tbe 
College witb honor, and now he expects 
to make himself useful In the field. 


tfa man supposes that bis social 
station, or his largeness of brain, or his 
thoroughness of training, or his native 
qualities of mind and character, or his 
great store of worldly goods, makes 
him of any added value to tbe Lord's 
cause, he is woefully mistaken. Tbe 
Lord can use him and all that he lias in 
spite ot such seeming superiority ; but 
the Lord will never use him or honor 
him because of this. A poor widow 
can and may be worth a hundred times 
as much to the church as a millionaire. 
Let us not boast. 


To be suspecting everybody of dis- 
honesty is a very bad habit and a very 
had sign- We cannot help but remem- 
ber that he wbo is not very truthful 
will be continually questioning the 
veracity ot others, a tippler that sneaks 
in the side door of the saloon, and 
visits tbe back part of the drug store, 
will naturally think others guilty of 
the same practice, so of a thief be 
always thinks all the human family 
needs close watching. In abort how 
natural It is for us to think others 
guilty of the same meannesses that we 
ourselves practice. 


EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


Bro. Mason reports two 
tions at Pleasant Hill. 


addl- 


Last Saturday the Brethren at Mil- 
ford. Ind., met in council and we ex- 
pect that definite arrangements will 
soon be announced regarding the com- 
ing convention. Then preparations for 
it will be commenced in earnest. 


A number have already availed 
themselves of the offer to send tbe 
Evano exist from this time till Jan. 
1st, 18SS for 60 cents In advance. Let 
there be a general move to get those In 
the church to take the paper who used 
it, but do not get it ; and there are 
many others wbo will try it If tbey are 
told bow cbeap It is tbe remainder of 
this rear. 


Bro. Ira Blotter bas returned from 
his visit and la again at his post in the 
Pub. House. 


The Brethren Church near Edge, 
wood, Iowa, will have a communion 
meeting on June tfltb. 

Bro. Isaac Kllbefner returned from 
tbe Bear Creek Church, near Dayton, 
Ohio, last Monday, and Informs us that 
there was a very large audience in at- 
tendance. Tbe meeting was held in 
tbe grove and Bro. Wm. Kiefer of 
Wanye county preached. When he 
was about half through a rain storm 
came up and ended the meeting, there. 
The church house was then occupied 
and It was completely Oiled. A very 
laifsm audience was also present st tbe 
children's meeting in tbe afternoon. 
Tbe attendance at tbe Convention on 
Friday and Saturday was probably larg- 
er than it was at the conventions beld 
before, and the convention work r/anstid 
onTverj orderly. Tbe Mission meeting 
was held on Saturday afternoon, and 
on account of the weather interfering, 
a part of the S. S. program was ming- 
led with it. The S. S. officers acted, by 
common consent, as officers of the 
meeting, but as there was no rule of 
order, several of tbe brethren wbo 
were not present at the meeting at 
Louisville, did not understand thn ar- 
rangements and a good deal of explain- 
ing was done before the nature of 
the meeting was understood, it is not 
convenient to publish a report of tbe 
Convention in this number so it will 
appear next week. 

Bro. J. W. Beer will go to Pennsyl- 
vania after a abort stay at Dayton, O. 

In sadness we write tbe news that 
Bro. E. S. Miller, of Dayton, Ohio, 
died on Wednesday of last week and 
waa bo rted on Friday, His disease was 
erysipelas, and of only short duration. 
He died resigned and in anticipation 
of the rest beyond. As an obituary 
will be written by some brother, we add 
no more at this time. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the bereaved 
wife and daughter. No one knows 
bow soon death may come, and whom 
bis victim will be. 


Many a pastor baa proved a practical 
failure because he was always ready to 
attend to some other "good work," 
than that for which Ood had sent him 
and his people were paying him. 

Bro. H. B. Holslnger attended the 8. 
S. Convention at Bear Creek, and be 
remained for the church 1 1 ial at Day- 
ton, which was expected to come up 
last Monday. 




